BLYTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


26th  Septomborj  1945. 


Interim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

for  tho  year  ended  olst  Decembcj^/  i94T; 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blyth ‘Rhral ‘b^stric t'^ouncil. 


My  Lord,  My  Lidies  and  Gentlemen, 


For  this  last  full  year  of  war  tho  Minister  of  Health 
required  an  Interim  report  with  preservation  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Of  the  271  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  119 
wore  Vifhooping  Cough  and  7 Diphtheria.  Of  tho  Diphtheria 
cases,  l.was  an  unimmunisod  child  of  under  5,  1 was  subsequently 
found  to  be  tonsillitis  and  another  v/as  non-civilian»  The 
remainder  wore  adults.  In  addition  a child  of  under  5 was 

sent  to  hospital  as  a ‘'carrier, ''  three  vifoek  after  his  first 
inoculation  against  Diphtheria.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
Diphtheria. 


Diphtheria  immunisation  was  continued  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  and  Schools  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
County  Council,  Teachers  and  Nurses.  Figures  are  not 
really  reliable  but  I estimate  that  70^  of  the  child 
population  has  been  treated. 

Sixty  cases  of  Scabies  came  to  my-notice  and  were 
treated  b.;  their  own  medical  attendants,  the  District  Nurse  or 
the  householder.  In  the  latter  two  cases  Benzyl  Benzoate 
Emulsion  was  employed  under  supervision. 

There  has  boon  no  -material  change  in  Water  Supply 
since  the  previous  year's  report.  On  tho  basis  of  the 
rather  lov;  population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar-General 
some  11,^  of  tho  population  has  a direct  piped  supply  and 
some  3#4J^  has  a piped  supply  through  stand-pipes.  This  does  not 
include  the  stand-pipe  supply  provided  at  the  Councilb 
llwindpumps.  No  examinations  of  water  v/orc  carried  out  and  no 

action  v/as  found  necessary  for  any  form  of  contamination* 

I have  the  honour  to  bo. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


WI/I.  M.  BURNS. 
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